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From the General Manager
BY ADRIAN CLEARY

Kia ora e te whanau,

We've now made it past the shortest day of the year and, while the days may be getting longer, | think a true
winter is still yet to arrive (although last week's sou'easter was a sign it might not be far away). | hope everyone
came through it without any major damage.

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our recent TKKR end-of-season celebration. It's important that we
take the time to recognise the hard graft and mahi you all put in. Even if you don't regularly help with kiwi work,
your contribution supports the wider project and helps make that work possible. Thank you.

This past Friday we attended a Predator Free NZ workshop hosted by Wild for Taranaki in conjunction with
Predator Free NZ Trust. During her address, General Manager Danielle Gibbas spoke about the growing rate of
burnout across the conservation sector. It's something we're seeing more often, and it feels like an appropriate
time to remind everyone to look after themselves. By doing so, you're also looking after the people around you
and, ultimately, the places and spaces we all care so deeply about.

Take care out there.
Adrian

Photo taken by Adrian Cleary
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Last Month at a Glance - JUNE

The mouse response traps, tunnels and tox. Thank you
to all of you helping put in the extra work to check and put
them all out!

Dave who enters all of the data for us (my hero, excel
spreadsheets are not my favourite thing in the world).
Audrey and Tony who led and catered for the working bee
this month.

Andrea for helping me organise the volunteer base and
prepping tunnel cards.

Jenny and John who have been working on updating the GPS
route for public, so that we can get an upgraded map made!
Plus all of their other mahi they do on a day to day (there is
to much to list in fact; stock wires replaced, spraying,
clearing gutters, pulling manuka seedlings, the list goes on)!
There are a lot of you to thank for all of your dedication and
hard work over the month, including John and Helen,
Robert, and Graham, the Gobles, Tony, Rick, who have put
many hours into fence and trap checks (and other jobs)!
Paul all your track work with Kane (and the rest).

Education helpers, Freda doing lizards!

Thanks as always to our hihi and toilet roster helpers!

| apologise as always if | have left anyone off, | am sure |
would have - there are so many of you that put in 50 many
hours to keep Rotokare and the wildlife here thriving!
Amee, Brooke and Ashley who are line clearing
extraordinaires!

And there are many of you, | see your names pop up on the
hours, and | do not get to see you as you are not here on my
work days, but thank you also!

Mid-Winter Breakfast

Volunteer
Reminders:

Line Clearing Sheet

The line clearing sheet
has been refreshed. It
can be found on the
ops room bench, next
to the intentions board.

Please fill it in anytime
you do any line clearing
so we can keep up to
date with what has
been done. and what
needs attention.

If you notice any
particuarly in need of
clearing lines, just pop

a post it note on the
sheet or let me know!

A reminder that we have our Mid-Winter breakfast on Wednesday 15 July at 8am, to
celebrate you, our amazing volunteers.
We would love to treat you to breakfast, so please do RSVP if you can make it :-)

Access Radio Show

Adrian and myself had the pleasure of chatting on a show for Access Radio, with
Marie from Volunteering Taranaki. This was aired on Sunday 21% June.

The episode is available to stream any time. There was also an article that came from
that interview in The Post June 22nd.

Badio Show
Article for Sul I

Or to read the article if not a Post subscriber

THE LAKE NEWS
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Article From The Access Radio Show
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The heart of Rotakare’s success
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Incredible photo captured by Jenny K . May 29th, one day after the predicted date for the
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Volunteer of the Month
Rick Penhall

“Back in ‘88 was when | first came out here.
The walk was quite a struggle at places
when it rained. Camped out with my parents
and sailed a small boat on the lake.

It was always a place | loved to go through
the years when | went out in my own.

It is a place of healing for body and mind.
The light glinting off the waters on a misty
morning. The songs of birds as the tea
brews over the fire. The peace filled with the
cacophony of nature, winds in the trees, the
creaking of aged wood. The scents of deep
forests just a stone’s throw from home.

It is a place filled with the ghosts of times
past and for forging new memories.

The increased numbers of birds is a joy to
behond.

A sanctuary in the heart of Taranaki.

| feel at home walking into the bush and
want to do my part ot keep it alive for
generation’s to come, that havn't discovered
this beautiful place yet."

in Need:

We are needing an extra
two people to join the toilet
roster for July-Sept, while
some of our regulars are
away.

Photo captured by Rick on North Fence 1% july

In Need:

We are in need of more
Night Tour volunteers.
Including next week (6™ &
8™ July), & especially the
15 of July.

If this is something you are
interested in, please let
myself or Cassie know.
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A Note From Lorella

| have enjoyed the slightly slower pace of this month compared
to the kiwi season that has just been! it means a lot of jobs are
getting ticked off the to-do list and they do not sit for as long,
and lots of maintenance such as line clearing and weed control
is being done!

It has also given me some extra time to spend on my computer
(yey ;-), to get on top of updating the database and older
systems that do not work as well. Please let me know if there
are ever any suggestions for this, or anything else you can think
of! While | am updating email lists and volunteer groups, now is
a great time to let me know if there is ever any jobs or rosters
you are not as keen on any longer, or feel like trying new things.
We want you enjoying your time at Rotokare, not doing things
because you feel like you have to because no one else will.

As always, | come away from every day | am at Rotokare with a
really happy heart. You all blow me away with how much
guardianship, time, energy and passion into this beautiful
sanctuary. Like | said in the radio show, you are the lifeblood of
Rotokare :-)

Please reach out if you have any questions, suggestions,
problems or wisdom and knowledge to share. If | am not here in
person, please feel free to contact me, | will always listen.

volunteers@rotokare.org.nz
027 424 6685

é Mouse Resonse

O

Volunteer
Reminders:

Please take care on
lines and tracks
through this season
while the weather is

less dry. creating more
slippery tracks!

Don't forget to take out
microspikes with you
incase! And let myself,
Kane or Fiona know if

there are any spots that
are particulary slippery
and in need of extra

safety measures.

Thank you!

2x per week for Public area (including C2 and C3).

Fence traps in tunnels F112-F109 (North fence)

Fence tracking cards (with tox) F170-F145 (West fence)
Responses at L10 - there is a map on the white board in

Ops shed.

Check and replace any cards with a new card if
damaged/dirty/covered in insect prints or ANY with mouse

prints.

Tox in from Entry Gate-Trig 10 and public area this week
(L10 next week).
Narth (F112-F109) and West {(F139-132) to be closed -

bring in cards, any extra traps/baffles in tracking tunnels
and tox).

PAGE 05




Looking Ahead

Monday July 13*"
Ops meeting 9am

Wednesday July 15
Mid Winter Christmas Breakfast 8am

Sunday July 19"
Tunnel Card Run (high risk) 9am

Monday July 26"
Tracking Card Tunnels brought in 9am

Monday July 27th
Ops meeting 2am

New Volunteers

A warm welcome to our new volunteer
Sandra Blue, who has joined the Rotokare
volunteer team since the last update. We
also have a few others' starting in July
which is exciting, | will introduce them
next newsletter!

Job List

Regular assistance with Monday and Wednesday fence and trap checks (and mouse response).
Maintaining monitoring lines.

Assist with weed control within the sanctuary.

Pampas bush at OConnors Gully 8, needs to be dug out carefully or sprayed.
Watergate to be scrubbed and checked it is clear and functional each time going past.
Tracking card run prepped (pencils, peanut butter, rabbit meat, rest of cards counted).
Hood cleaning East fence.

Pile of metal needs to be bagged up for walkway resealing.

Bush classroom and seats need a wet & forget & good leaf blow.

Seat back needs a stain (ops shed).

If you are interested in helping with any of these tasks, please see Lorella or Kane, or simply tick
off jobs list’ on white board when complete :-)

CONTACT US

Rotokare Scenic Reserve Trust
365 Sangster Road, PO Box 33, Eltham, 4353

. 06 764 8500

@ witsar i OTOKARE

&< volunteers@rotokare.org.nz |contact@rotokare.org.nz SCENIC RESERVE TRUST

¢/ Facebook - RotokareVolunteers | Facebook - Rotokare
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